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Realizing the American Dream 
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“When are you going to realize, Bubba? 
When are you going to realize that they all 
come here to get a piece of the pie, a bite 

of the golden apple ... 

Spend a hundred bucks ona car, and by 

this time next year, they're all dreaming 
they Il be the next millionaire? Right? 
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"I'm sorry to tell you that you got screwed 

by those cartel boys who showed you those 

videos from the 1980's where everyone has 

a big house, nice cars, and money pouring out 
of their pockets, but none of it is jingling 

They saw you coming, boy!" 
"That's what the old man said, he watched 
over his territory like a lion king. 
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The old man paused for a moment to 
shake the dirt from his tattered jacket, 
then smiled as he continued to educate 
the newcomers: 

"You're all 30 years late, and your only 
dream here is to be able to beg fora 
couple of cigarettes or change enough 

change to buy a Happy Meal 
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Most newbies get right off the bus after 
six weeks on the road from the "shithole" 
they once called home. Think about it? 
The first thing you get after all the 
hardships and tribulations of getting here 
is this old hobo telling you that you're 
missing out on a good opportunity because 
he's convinced you that your old "shithole" 
is better than anything you Il find here. 
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The old man took me around for the rest 
of the day, and occasionally, he would stop 
to tell me stories about people who, he 
said, "were abandoned by polite society as 
soon as they became more expensive than 
what society considered them to be worth 
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The old man forced me to see and think 

about what he had just said, which made 

me uncomfortable because everything he 
said was true. 

On the streets, it's not some abstract 
policy argument because you have to walk 
over and nod your head and look these 

discarded souls straight in the eye. 
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They wanted to know if I 
could help them, among other 
things, with a cigarette from 

Family Mart or change for a 

Happy Meal or a bottle of 

Thunderbird. 
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I was taken aback by the number of 
elderly people who should have 
been basking in the sun on Miami s 
South Beach instead of huddling in 
shady doorways trying to stay warm 
and safe. 
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When I asked the old man about it, he said 
that these people once had the fable 
"American Dream," but it was taken away 
by crooked bankers, ungrateful children, 
or a sudden illness that allowed the 
medical profession to steal everything the 
lawyers had left. 
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"Once you are no longer economically 
viable, society abandons you and throws 
you to the curb, pretending they never 

knew you 
"That's just the way it is ...... Gotta make 
room for the next generation to be sold 
off in the illusion of the American dream 
like those poor illegals 
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I've walked by people who I know have 
worked hard all their lives, and I think the 
country has the ability to funnel a trillion 

dollars to some corrupt gangsters in an 

Eastern European country that most 

people can find on a map; and when people 

cry out for health care, these American 

Gangsters say there's no money. 


eee e¢e8@ @0ee@ e060 e800 ere eee 


4 = 
ws i nS j i 
. 


—— 


Te : 


a —— 
me ett, OG ER Gilly et, A on lls fit 


_/- 
ll, ls Mls, le 


wR fo 
ee . : . 
2 a ats 


— 


FRAT SAY eB) BABA 

TIED SEARLE "“ATIE/A BAIR " 

ARK A, BiLFAAS 

(AL) BAMA, MERA 

HO, RAL, teihRRSR 
ipa EEK, 


eh eee es Aged eee eee eee eee eee eee 
\ eS a Abe LAID. (blake bd) aloe 


What I saw was shameful and brutal 
because even the young people mixed 
in the "village/sun city" ghetto 
seemed lost, abandoned and forsaken 
by injuries or factory closures, with 
no jobs, to which they would sooner 
or later be sifted. 
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"This is the real American Dream, 
and for those who have had it and 
lost it, this is the real nightmare." 
The old man went on to detail how 
the “American Dream" was taking 
people s lives like any other drug. 
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"We ve all been addicts 
to the American 
Dream’ and didn't even 
know it!" 
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